Radiographic findings in the chest of patients following cardiac transplantation.
The postoperative chest radiographic findings in 38 patients undergoing orthotopic (37 patients) and heterotopic (1 patient) cardiac transplantation were evaluated. Findings were correlated with those of echocardiograms, sputum and blood cultures, and lung and heart biopsies. The radiographic manifestations in the chest of these patients are classified in the following three main categories: (1) Newly formed cardiac silhouette findings due to the transplanted heart itself, i.e., changes in size and shape of the new heart and pericardial effusion resulting from the placement of a smaller heart in a larger pericardial sac. (2) Infectious complications due to bacteria, fungal, and other opportunistic agents secondary to immunosuppressive therapy, and (3) Usual postoperative complications following thoracotomy and open-heart surgery.